
 
5th Grade Updates  

October 6th, 2016 

 

Exciting Events 

 

 

 

Oct. 11th: Mill Valley Film Festival 

 

Oct. 13th: Chabot Space and Science Center 

(Baker’s class only) 

 

Oct. 14th & 17th: No school! 

 

Oct. 20th: de Young Museum  

 

Oct. 28th: Second Friday Hike (depending 

on how overworked parent-drivers feel) 

 

Nov. 4th: Afro Pop Music Fest 

 

Nov. 16th: Cal Academy (St. Denny’s class 

only) 

Willow Creek Community  
____________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Field Trips:  If you’re interested in driving 
for our upcoming field trips please reach out to Annika 

Hanson or Patricia Wiig  (our room parents). 
________________________________________________ 
Thank You to all the gracious drivers for helping out on our 
recent field trips. We’re super grateful for all your support. We 
have 2 more trips coming up next week and the week after. If 
you’re able to join, we would be glad to have you along. 
________________________________________________ 

Please Sign Up  for Parent Teacher Conferences online. If you 
did not receive a link to our sign-ups please let us know and we 
will send them along. We will give you a reminder of your date 
when it gets close! 
 
Sign up for Mrs. St. Denny’s HERE! Please call/text me and I’ll 
sign you up if you can’t access it  (415) 286-4224. 
________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e48afaa2ba4fd0-stdenny
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Curriculum Corner 

Math: Our initial math unit focuses on factors and multiples, challenging students to recognize different properties of numbers and 
how to make numbers by multiplying other numbers. Students are now moving into the concept of division and utilizing different 
strategies to answer division problems. In 5th grade we do not typically teach long division, but some students are already trying it 
and that is just fine.  
 
Science: Our first science units began this week with Chemistry  in Ms. St. Denny’s class and Astronomy  in Mr. Baker’s class. 
Students will be engaging in a variety of hands-on lessons as they work their way into their science projects! This coming week 
students will be visiting the Chabot Space and Science Center to get some excellent instruction on specific practices of astronomers. 
Project work is also commencing, as students start to figure out what they want to do their project on. 
 
English/Social Studies: We just moved into our first unit of US History: Native American History!! Students have so many questions 
and are enjoying the deep dive into a variety of subjects surrounding the array of Native American cultures that we are just 
beginning to learn about. Our field trip to Kule Loklo was a great success and students gained unique insights into how Native 
Americans lived. Recently students have been reading and analyzing complex historical texts. These skills will help students as they 
soon delve into their projects and conduct research on a particular tribe.  
 
Garden Ed: Ms. Jojo did her first nutrition lesson with the students reviewing proper food handling and kitchen tools. Students were 
able to taste tzatziki made from vegetables in our garden! Next month they will get to do some cooking.  
 
Current Events: Students are really excited about current events. This week we discussed the presidential election and compared 
the candidate's approach to different issues. Students have a lot to say about the topic. 
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Successful Support  
 
Parent drivers are the key to enhancing your student’s educational experience! Thank you for all the volunteers and everyone’s 
continued support for the whole 5th grade level. 
 

 


